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RICHMOND, Minn
Nick Keller of Richmond
loves snowmobiling

Ho travoled 11,0080 pailee
on his sled over the last two
snowmobile seasons and
has earned Lthe nickname,
“the mileage man.”

Keller plans to best that
after Christmas with a
19 i s Aday i in
agecomplish two things: Hi
wanis 1o beal the world
record and raise money for
Caneer.

He calls the trek the
“Snowball Cancer Chal
lenge" and is taking rinm-.
tlons and sponsorships (o1
his ride.

“I, some technicality
1 don't break the record, |
don'l care jusl as long ns we
raise money for cancir,” hi
gnid.

The cause is a dear ons
for Keller and his wife
Janel Both have several
family members who have
battled or are battling the
disease. The ride is espe

ial fgnant :u-r Iu ler
%hl;ﬂ?l(;'lgf Mury Jane
died of breast cancer when
she was 56 years old Kelle
will be 58 in April

Ron Kern of A and |
Farm Service and Yamaha
in Paynesville suggested
e record-breaking riad
At Mirst. Keller said no but
when he considered rid
ing for cancer, he quickly
changed his mind

He discussed it with Jn
nel and the couple’s three
Anughters. Fach is not
invalved with some [ace
of the ride. Daughter Juliv
anurse in St. Clowd, has
worked on sponsorships

Melissa Ngeno of Jordan
does the compuler work
and gets letters out on th
event. Carrie, who lives in
Australia, working for the
Juvenile Diabeles Associa
tion, offers her ¢ Xper riise

on non ]_lr‘rll.t arganizations.

Janet mans the phone al
home and coordinates the
effort

They are establishing a
non-profit the Gamily has
named (he Keller Family
Communiy Founaation
Keller hopes they can rilse

nough money to establish
g perpetual fund. Eventu
ally a board will be extab
lished of people from all
walks of life, he sald. The
board will review requests
and disperse funds to
familhies (o cover expenses’

ke travel or hotel rocins

iring doctor visils ol

ealr il

Hi i ers anid =lslers
) kel s thair sup
(AT 3§11 1 money inr
Keller's windshield decal

that reads
Daughters
Keller

Granddaughter Olivia
el her thied grade elass il
S Poter and Paul Catholi
School In Richmond took
on the ride as their class
priafect. The project, named
Nickels for Nick.” has
ready garnered S4.004
acher origin il
<ol o B 000 goal bul. f
ivia told her
showed her they could beal
that! amount

He's found support [or

s iture wherever hi

1ru Sons and
of Mary Jan

LIV & L

grandp, they

T ve e 1= Lhrougn
ceniral Minnesuia, plavii
postitrs bl Wvig fundral

ing record-breaking ride
in convenience stores, the
businesses often give him

Keller fighting for cancer victims by

money, People often drogp
money or checks atl Keller's
home or stop him during
his travels to offer dona
tions
Everyone knows snme

one whn's had cancer.” he
said

Keller. a masonry con
tractor, tedls of one ma-
gonry job he completed for
i family with two young
girls, ages 6 and 8. Keller
atruck up s conversation
with the girls and their
parents during s breaks
When the parents told the
girls aboul his ride, they
ran to their bedrooms and
emptied their plggvbanks
They brought two sacks o
colns for Keller to place in
the foundation

He's been given gas cards
to help cover fuel expenses
and other sponsarships
Any sponsorship that isn't
used entire | for the ride
wlll bews piwi » il Dowada
tion and all donations will
be placed in the founda
tion to be given to familios
Eeller smnid

Yamaha stepped forward
15 o sponsor, It will be a
wil Yauialia aled he'll be
riding nz he troversecs snow
mobile tralls in Minnesola
Wisconsin and Michigan t
trpass the record

|| A ravil vithout &
jpport team, bul several
fricnds will 11y o
"hll'rll||.IL'.'w'-’|I'-|I-.-
Eeller will also by
menting his travels via the

Internel. He nes

eord hig odometer reading
weh morning and evening
L For the roosord

He's no siranger Lo long

Hers have a
in Michigan
there

rides The Ke
orong home

ind have Llanken ndes
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