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Cold Spring Record

First Annual Snowball Cancer Challenge:
A man and his mission

by Tammy Pacekowski

Twenty vears ago this past
March, Nick Keller of Richmond,
lost has heloved mother to Breast
Cancer. Mary Jane Keller was
only 56 vears young when she
surcumbed to the ravenous dis-
eace; Nick, was only 34 at the
time. Twenty vears later and his
own f6th birthday around the
corner, Nick felt as though he
needed to do something to honor
his mother and her battle with
cancer and celehrate life! And a0
the story begins.

Nick, an avid and longtime
enowmabile enthusinst, was on
one of many of the seasons ex
cursions to Wiseonsin. There he
met Jane, a deputy sheriff with
the Dane County Sheriffs de
partment. Jane had been diag
nosed with terminal liver eancer.
During their trip, Nick and his
friends bocame pequainted with
dane and she had told them of
her wizh to lesrn to vide a snow
muobile and go on a ride, With
Mick's hielp, Jane's wish was
granted in Febroary of 2008, Un-
fortunately, Jane passed away
March of 2009 before she was to
enjoy her second outing. It is the
lives of those like his mother and
Jane that MNick found his pur
pose and migaion: to raise aware-
ness, money and resources to
help those stricken with cancer
and their families, with no
boundaries! It was also the hirth
of the 15t Annual Snowhball Can-
cer Challenge!

Mr. Keller 15 known ns the
“mileage man” in enowmohile
cireles, Dharing the season, Mick
averages over 200 miles per day
and over 5000 mileg per geason
enjoying hiz sport, He is 2 mem
ber of loral and state enowmobile
clubs and associations and vol
untesrs in other waye to many
community organizations in eur
area. With that in mind, Nick
decided that he would attempt to
break the world record for maost
miles ridden on a snowmobile in
G conzecutive days and raise
funds and awareness for his
cause. His ride will begin some-

time between December 2009
and January 2010, depending on
Mother Nature, of course! Nick
will be travelling across the
States of Minnesota, Wisconsin
and Michigan, which we will up-
date regularly. The current
world record is 12 163 miles; no
small feat!

Mick and Janot Keller, owners
of Miek Keller Masonry of Rich-
mand, are very community ori-
ented and volunteer countless
hours of their bime to vartous or-
ganizations. They have three
lovely daughtere and enjoy a
warm, close knit family unit,
dedicated to helping others, So,
when Mick approached his fami-
Iy with his idea, they jumped
right in to help! His family
launched the Keller Family
Community Foundation, a non
profit. organization, applied for
501{3M¢) status. This erganiza
tion will host this national svent
known as the 1st Annual Snow-
ball Cancer Challenge, which
will allow those interested, to
ride along with Nick in his at-
tempt to break the world record.
The deadline to complete this
challenge has been earmarked
for March 10, 2010

As moet of ua have experi-
enced at one time or amother,
through a friend, loved one or
OUr own Journey, cancer most
certainly i3 & disease that knows
no houndaries. It 15 not discrimi-
nating and assuredly has no re-
epect for life. It matters not if
youL are man or woman, rich or
poor, young or old. Recently in
this community, an cutpouring
of love and support was shown
for one of our own; (Officer Duane
Heinen, Duane, & young family
man and police officer is facing
an opponent far more deadly and
cunning than those he might
have faced in his years of mili
tary service. Our commainities
came together for one common
cause nn October 1st and that
wae to support Duane and his
family in hie battle againat brain
cancer. Nick Keller and his mis-
sion, will help those like Duane
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The Keller family displays their logo t-shirts and Snowball Cancer
Challenge goals. From left to right are; daughter Melissa, wife Janet,
Mick, daughter Carrie, and daughter Julie.

and his family by easing the dif-
ficultiea surrounding those en-
during cancer, They aim to help
with things such as: travel ex-
penges to treatments, helpiwith
hills, food and clothing and ether
necessities of life, medicines naot
covered by insurance or their co-
pays just Lo name o few, These
things which we sometimes take
for granted ean be a real source
of stress during times illness.
Please help Nick help eaze thoss
burdens!

Currently, Nick's biggest: chal-
lenge will be to find sponsgors
and funding for the ride itself. A
few of snowmeobile manufactur-
erg are looking to possibly help
sponsor hig ride. There will be
oxpensa such as gas, food and
lndging that he will incur during
the run. If you wonld like to
sponsor the ride please feel free
to contact Melissa Ngeno at 612-
TA00684 or locally at 587-3062.
You may also email to: snowhall-
cancer-apgmail.com

Should you wizh to make a
donation, which is Tax De-
ductible for donations over
$2.00, you can mail check or
money order to

Keller Family Community

Foundation

/0 The State Bank of Rich
misrd

PO Box 164

Richmond, MIN 56368

You may alzo make a dona
tion through their wehsite via
PayPal. For more information,
pleaae visit their websile at
www.snowhalleancer.org.

If you are a devoted Facehook
or Twitter aficionade, look them
up for updates and news as well!

Aguin, should you have ques-
tinng or need further informa-
tion, please contact Melizsa
Ngeno at 612-730-9684 or [ocally
at 597-3052 or email at: snow
halleaneer@gmail.oom

Thank vou to all in advance
for your support for “The Man,
His Sled and Miles for Cancer”
and stay tuned for the announce
ment of his send off event!

Picture-1s attached-The Keller
family displave their logo t
shirta and Snowball Cancer
Challenge goals. From left to
right: Daughlor Melisza, wife
Janet, Nick, danghters Carrie
and Julie.



