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Richmond man to raise funds for cancer,

hopes to set world snowmobilerecord =
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Funds

The child’s father said they read about
the challenge in a local paper and shortly
after, he heard the clinking of change as
banks were emptied, Keller remembers.
The cause has moved all ages.

He has also heard frgm fellow snowmo-
bilers who have indicated that they plan to
join him on his journey.

A giving family

Julie Keller helped her father design the
logo for the event as well as start the foun-
dation. While there is no fundraising goal,
it is nice to sbe the response, Julie said.

“This is a startup nonprofit,” she said.
“We'e hoping to create a perpetual fund
... We still have to determine what the
needs are.”
* Keller said while other organizations
raise money in support of research, KFCF
is different. Whether it’s money for a hotel
stay for families visiting sick relatives, to
gas cards for example, they want to pro-
vide something tangible, she said.

“Our focus is on making a difference
with people,” she said.

One example of this tangibility can be
seen by a previous wish Nick helped fulfill,

While on a Wisconsin snowmobile trip in
2007, he met a Dane County sheriff deputy
who was battling liver cancer. She shared
her wish to learn how to drive a snow-
mobile and take a trip. He helped grant
the wish in February 2008. Nick said she
looked forward to a second adventure, but
she died before it could happen. Julie said
they have been asked why they are focusing
on cancer. The answetis simple:

“It’s something that has personally af-
fected this family and it's widespread,” she
said.

Because snowmobiling is a family tradi-
tion, there is little concern about Nick's
travels, Janet and Julie said. Julie does not
doubt that he can reach his goal.

“He’s going to shatter the record,” she
said. “He’s such a determined person.”

The family has invested their own mon-
ey in the cause, but donations and spon-
sorships will ]1elp see it through. Nick said
it does matter if they raise all the money to
cover expenses. He is making the trip for
the cause.

Julie said they hope to set up a way for
people to track him via their Web site.
Nick would like to start the challenge Dec.
26, but it depends on the weather. He
would also like to have a local run before
the event to spread the word even more.

Fay information about the challenge,
visit: www.snowballcancer.org.




