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[CHMOND — For Nick
R Keller, traveling more than
12,200 miles by snowmobile
is about more than setting a record.
It's about honoring his mother while
helping others,
Keller will attempt to travel the

“anowmobiler 1

wanted to do something. Coupled
with a challenge from a loeal snow-
mobile dealership to make an attempt
at breaking the record, he decided to
turn the personal challenge into a
way to give back.
_The natural out-
doorsman and avid:

TOLEARN

As he attempts to break the record,
Keller will travel state and local trails
through Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Michigan — all familiar territory,

Open arms

"Keller and his wife Janet aperate
Nick Keller Masonry Ine. in Rich-
mond, While this is the kick-off event

Rid

when a 4-year-old girl put
all the money from her piggy
bank into a sandwich bag
and brought it in, saying .
something like, “Here’s all
my money. to help the sick
people”

*That was priceless,” Kellar
sajd. “The emotignal ﬂ&j}ﬂlﬂ
of this is (powerful).” ~

The child's father said ﬂley
read about the:ehallenge in
aloecal » and shovtly a.f-
ter, he heard the clinking of
change as banks were emp-
tied, Keller remembers,

He has also heard from fel-
low snowmabilers indicating
they plan to join him on hIS
journey.

A giving family -

Julie Keller'helped her
father design the logo for
the event as well as start the

distance within 60 days. The Keller = ly travels to a second. * Formore - fopthe Keller-Family Community
Family Community Foundation, a home in Ironwood, information  Foundation, all are eager to see the
nonprofit formed by Keller and his  Mich. The most he’s about the turnout and what can be done next.
family this summer, will sponsorthe traveled in a day is_Snowball Currently, they are working on final-
Snowball Cancer Challenge, a fund- about 400 miles, he Cancer Chal- ' izing sponsorship.
raiser to raise awareness and money  said. lenge, visit Donations have already started
for those affected by cancer, Enown as the wwwsnow coming in, Janet said. From phone

"Anybody who knows a.nybudy “Mileage Man," he's pailcanger, calls and people dropping off dona-
knows someone who has cancer,”  not warried about org v . tions at the family’s business, re-
Nick Keller said. “Tt affects every~ - making the 12,000- ..q_*hw the upcoming challenge
one.” plus miles! He has tray- % “"hagf positive, she said. “We've

Keller's mother, Masy Jane Keller, eledmmethanllﬂﬂﬂd, ki had open arms," Nick Keller said.
died of breast cancer March 21, 1989 miles in the past two yea.rq.“.-‘.’hat he ~ The most heartwarming display
Shewas56. '* - loolks forward to'most {5 those ywho dgrapm:;l came earlier this month

As his 56th birthday approaches might join him along the way. '
in April and the anniversary of his ~ “The record is secondary®Keller -+ |
mother’s passing nears, he knew he | said. “The main cause is capeer/” - 1 Seg RIDE, 2B »
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FROM PAGE 1B foundation, While there is no
specific fundraising goal, it is

nice tg see the response, she
said, '

“This is a startup nonprof-
it," she said. “We're hoping
to create a perpetual fund.
... We still have to determine
what the needs are”

Keller said while other or-

ganigations raise money in—
suppartiof research; KHCE ./

‘is different. Whether it's gas
cards gr money for a hotel

stayfor families visiting sick

relatives, they want to pro-

ﬂdeaﬂmethmgtm@"hle,she gl
said, ¢

“Our focus is on m&l-ung a

differeneewith people, she
said,
Julie said they hope to set’

up a way for people to track
him vig their Web site, Nick
Keller would like to start
the challenge Dec. 26, but
:t all depends on the waar,h—

r. He would alsa like to
]m;.e a local Tun before the
event to spread the word

eveq mare,




