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A winter journey for a cancer cure

By TaLeiza Calloway
St. Cloud Times Reprint

For Nick Keller, traveling more
than 12,200 miles by snowmaobile 1s
ahout more than setting a record. [Fa
pbout honoring his mother while help-
ing others.

Keller will attempt to travel the
distance within 60 days. The Kellar
Family Community Foundation, a
nenprofit formed by Keller and his
family this summer, will sponsor the
Bnowhball Cancer Challenge, a
fundraiser to raise awareness and
monay for those affected by cancer,

“Anybody whoe knows anybody
lenows someone who has cancer,” Nick
Keller said. “It affects everyone,”

Keller's mother, Mary Jane Heller,
died of breast cancer March 21, 1989,
She waa b6,

As his 66th birthday approaches in
April and the anniversary of his moth-
ar's passing nears, he knew he wanted
to do something. Coupled with a chal-
lenge from a local snowmobile dealer-
ship to muke an attempt at breaking
the record, he decided to turn the per-
sonal challenge into a way to glve
—_——————— hack.

Ta make a The natural out-
: dooraman and avid
donation or for snowmobiler regu-
mare larly travels to a sec-
information ond home in
visit [ruuwmvld. Mich. rl'!'_ll-.l
most he's travaled in
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a day 18 about 400
miles, he said.

T ——— Known as the
“Mileage Man," he's not worried about
making the 12 000-plus miles. He has
traveled more than 11,000 miles in
the past two years. What he looks for-
ward to most is those who might join

ballcancer.org

him along the way. |

“The record is secondary,” Keller
said, “The main cause is cancer,”

As he attempts to break the
record, Keller will travel state and
local trails through Minnesota,
Wisconsin and Michigan — all famil-
1ar territory
Open arms

Keller and his wife Janet operite
Nick Keller Masonry Ine, in
Richmond. While this is the kick-off
event for the HKaller Family
Community Foundation, all are eager
to see the turnout and what can be
done next. Currently, they are work-
ing on finalizing spensorship,

Donaticns have already started
coming in, Janet said. From phone
calls and people dropping off dona-
tions at the lamily's business,
responss to the upcoming challenge
il e

hua hoon noaitive whe anid

Proudly serving the Belgrade and Elrosa Cormmmunities

had open armas,” Nick Keller said.

The most heartwarming display of
support came earlier this month when
a d-year-old girl put all the money
from her piggy bank inte a sandwich
bag and brought it in, saying some-
thing like, “Here's all my money to
help the sick people.”

“That was priceless,” Keller said.
“T'he emotional aspect of this is (pow-
arful).”

The child's father said they read
about the challenge in a local paper
and shortly after, he heard the clink-
ing of change as banks were emptied,
Keller remembers.

He has also heard from fellow
snowmobilers indwating they plan to
join him on his journey,

A giving family
Julie Kaller helped her father
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design the logo for the
event as well as start the
foundation. While there is no
specific fundraising goal, it 1a
nice to ses the response, she
gaid.

“This iz a startup nonprof-
it,” she said. “We're hoping to
create s perpetual fund. ..
We still have to determine
what the needs are.”

Keller said while other
Organizations raise money Lo
support of research, KFCF is
different. Whather it's gas
cards or money for a hotel
stay for families visiting sick
relatives, they want ta pro-
vide something tangible, she
said,

“Crur foeus is on making a
difference with people,”" she
said.

Julie said they hope to set
up & way for people to track
him via their Web site. Nick
Keller would like to start the
challenge Dec. 26, but it all
depends on the weather. He
would also like to have a local
pun  before the event to
spread the word even more.

O-48

LR ]



